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“The world’s oceans are essential to life on our planet. It 
provides our largest source of oxygen and protein and absorbs 
around a quarter of our carbon dioxide emissions. Billions of 
people depend on it for their livelihoods”

Common Wealth Club

Defining the Blue Economy



“The concept of “Oceans Economy” or “Blue Economy” is recent 
and originated from the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development held in Rio de Janeiro in 2012.”

At the heart of the concept is a separation of socio-economic development from 
environmental degradation, …This concept may now be aligned with economic and 
trade activities, and emerges from a need to integrate conservation and sustainability 
in the management of the maritime domain.

Defining the Blue Economy



In The Economist, “The Blue Economy: Growth, Opportunity and 
a Sustainable Ocean Economy”, a working definition
of Blue Economy is stated as follows: “A sustainable ocean 
economy emerges when economic activity is in balance with the 
long term capacity of ocean ecosystems to support this
activity and remain resilient and healthy”.
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