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OAR Circular: 216-3 establishes:
• authorities and responsibilities 

for managing regular and 
recurring science reviews.

NOAA Administrative Order 216-115A 
establishes:

• principles, policies, and 
responsibilities by which R&D 
can be reviewed, evaluated and 
rebalanced in light of evolving 
mission needs.

Establishment of Science Reviews
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Purpose of OAR Lab & Program Reviews

To assess if the science being conducted & funded by 

laboratories & programs meets criteria for:  

• Quality: As indicated by preeminent research 

• Relevance: NOAA & OAR priorities

• Performance: Meeting strategic goals & objectives 
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OAR Lab & Program Review Process
1. Plan Review

2. Conduct Review

3. Final Review Summary Report is submitted to OAR HQ

4. Lab or Program creates Response Plan to findings & recommendations identified in 

Review Summary Report

5. Review Summary Report & Review Response Plan are posted on a public website 

6. Lab or Program begins to execute actions in Review Response Plan

6a.   Actions from the Response Plan are incorporated into Lab or Program strategic plan

1. Review process ends
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Thank You
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