


DEEP SEARCH

*Multiagency project (BOEM/USGS/NOAA-OER) with contracted
scientists from TDI Brooks led by Erik Cordes — Temple University,
Amanda Demopoulos (USGS Lead)

=Goal: understand the ecology and distribution of sensitive deep-

*Atlantic Seafloor Partnership for Integrated Research and Exploration
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2017 Field events:

e NOAA ship Pisces/Sentry
AUV

e ~11 days, 3 dives (seeps and
coral habitats), 3 hurricanes
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Depth (m) e Windows to the Deep 2018
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. 1805/1806: May 22-July 2
g = ¢ OMAO and OER dedicated 8

-1600

2000 days to mapping DEEP
2400 SEARCH targets

-2800

fhe 5o * OER dedicated a few dives at
3600 targeted areas of interest for
the project.
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Highlights from AT41-
Atlantis/Alvin cruise

e Map of cruise track showing
multibeam acquired (~8200
km? new multibeam
bathymetry)

e 11 dives

e 2 canyons
Legend e 2seeps
Depth (m) * 6 coralsites
- High : -24.8913

. Low : -3183.1
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Scientists discover hidden deep-sea
coral reef off South Carolina Coast
W PP

Spaaking of Sclence

Scientists discovered a coral reef — almost as
long as Delaware — hidden off the coast of
Charleslon

Scientists Discovered A Massive
Deep Sea Coral Reef Near South
Carolina

ENVIRONMENT ooz o

Scientists Dlscover iiiant Deep-Sea Coral Reef
Off Atlantic Coast

The chief ist on the expedition said it was like nothing he'd seen before.
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Blake Ridge Seep




Pea Island Seep




October 2018: R/V Brooks McCall
April 2019: NOAA Ron Brown/Jason
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